The Honorable Wab Kinew
Premier of Manitoba

204 Legislative Building
450 Broadway

Winnipeg, MB

R3C 0V8

By email only to: premier@manitoba.ca; minhsltc@manitoba.ca
December 17, 2024
Dear Premier Kinew,

My name is Dayna McTaggart, and | serve as the Provincial Manager of CAMRT-MB. CAMRT-MB is a
provincial arm of the Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists (CAMRT). CAMRT is
the national professional association representing:

- Technologists in nuclear medicine;

- Technologists in radiological technology;

- Technologists in radiation therapy; and

- Technologists in magnetic resonance

This letter is in response to the Throne Speech which was shared with the Manitoba public on
November 19, 2024. Prior to, and following the 2023 Provincial Election, your government has
focused on healing Manitoba’s health care system. Manitoba MRTs supportinitiatives to bolster
the number of physicians, nurses, healthcare aides and paramedics in the province, but remain
concerned that the workforce needs of the MRT profession are being overlooked.

Demands for medical imaging, specifically MRl and CT scans have been increasing year after year
because of a growing and aging population, yet the number of MRTs in the province has remained
relatively unchanged. Our system is relying on current staff to work over and above their position to
tackle the wait time issue and this strategy is not sustainable.

Through CAMRT research, we have 3 /4 of MRTs telling us there are not enough people or staff to

get the work done and 2/3 indicate they have too much work to do everything well. Similarly, we
are reporting increased levels of distrust in management, with only 1/3 of MRTs stating they trust
management at the place they work. All of these affect the well-being of MRTs in Manitoba,

amongst whom we are seeing a significant increase in the signs of burnout.
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Since taking office, your government has announced several investments in technology and
programs: a new MRI machine coming to Northern Manitoba; the expansion of the self-referral age
for mammograms as part of the Breast Screening program. MRTs are supportive of these and all
initiatives which allow us to provide necessary medical imaging to Manitoban’s closer to home.
While making these announcements, the Minister of Health recognized that need for additional
MRTs to implement these changes, there was little detail on how the government intends to grow
the MRT workforce.

Healthcare workers in Manitoba were asked by your government to hang on and that help would be
on the way. We shared the above statistics with your government colleagues early in 2024, and yet
MRTs in Manitoba are still waiting for signs this help is on the way. We appreciate and value the
collaborative relationship that has taken shape between CAMRT-MB and the Minister of Health’s
office, and we would very much like to share with our members investments and initiatives which
would recognize their value to the healthcare of Manitobans.

As you endeavor to repair the healthcare system in Manitoba, | ask that you continue to keep MRTs
in mind. Theirrole is critical to a functioning modern healthcare system.

As experts in the fields of medical imaging and radiation therapy, CAMRT-MB and its members also
want to convey that we are always available to discuss and advise the government on its plans to
improve healthcare for all Manitobans.

Respectfully,

Dayna McTaggart RTR, CTIC
Provincial Manager CAMRT-MB

dmctaggart@camrt.ca
1-800-463-9729 ext. 233
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