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RE: There’s nothing else for province to study; earlier screening for breast cancer saves
lives

June 3, 2024

This letteris in response to the Opinion piece titled “There’s nothing else for province to
study; earlier screening for breast cancer saves lives” published on May 30, 2024. | would
like to thank Mr. Brodbeck for drawing attention to the changes in breast screening
suggested by the Canadian Cancer Society, and Manitoba’s lack of response in updating
breast screening age ranges to include those between ages 40 to 49.

I would like to start by addressing the repeated use of the term “technicians” when
describing the professionals that perform breast imaging. Breastimagingis performed by
a highly skilled group of professionals known as Medical Radiation Technologists (MRTs).
Medical Radiation Technologists care for patients and are experts in operating diverse
technologies for the imaging and treatment of patients. Typically, breast imagingis carried
out by MRTs that specialized in radiologic technology during an education program that
takes 28 months in Manitoba (and can vary from 2-4 years across Canada). And while
graduating MRTs do have some exposure to breast imaging during their education, this
specialized field also requires most to pursue substantial training post-certification to
practice in the field. This certification consists of didactic courses and assessment of
clinical skills in which the candidate must perform at least 750 mammograms and
complete a summary of clinical competence under a clinical advisor's supervision. In the
case of breast imaging, the Manitoba government has grounds to be concerned regarding
the lack of resources to support lowering the age for screening mammography. Increasing
the human capacity needed to meet the demands of expanded screening criteria will
require considerable planning and investments. And this change will come at a time when
MRT numbers are already low across the country due to the increased needs of an aging
population, underinvestment in MRT education over a period of years, and a loss of
professionals during and following the pandemic.

CAMRT-MB has advocated for investments in training, recruitment, retention and mental
health resources for MRTs during pre-budget consultation and an in-person meeting with
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the Minister of Health, Seniors and Long-term Care. We hope our advocacy in these areas
will be considered before changes are implemented.

Thank you once again for your recognition of the importance of medical imaging and the
professionals that ensure this essential care to Manitobans. Should you be writing on
medical imaging, radiation therapy or medical radiation technologists in the future,
CAMRT-MB would be happy to be a resource to you.

About the Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists

The Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists (CAMRT) is the national professional
association and certifying body for radiological, nuclear medicine and magnetic resonance imaging
technologists and radiation therapists. CAMRT provides leadership on standards for entry-level
education and offers a suite of programs and services that advance the profession and the health of
Canadians. Established in 1942, the CAMRT today represents over 12,000 members. CAMRT-MB is the
home for provincial association services for MRTs in Manitoba. CAMRT-MB provides an array of services
to its members, including communicating with Provincial Governments, providing local education events
and advocating for the profession.

For more information, or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Dayna McTaggart

Provincial Manager, CAMRT-MB
1-800-463-9729 ext. 233
dmctaggart@camrt.ca



