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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sustainable Solutions Needed for Radiation Therapy Treatment in Newfoundland and
Labrador

MONCTON, November 18, 2022 — The recent CBC article, Flying to Toronto for cancer treatment
because of staff shortage not an easy decision, says N.L. woman outlines the crisis being experienced in
the Radiation Therapy department in St. John’s, Newfoundland. The Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre is
currently the only location for Radiation Therapy treatment in the province. The professionals delivering
those radiation treatments and providing that essential care are Radiation Therapists.

The Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists Atlantic (CAMRT-ATL) and the Radiation
Therapists it represents are alarmed at the current circumstances. CAMRT-ATL has data showing that
the center is currently experiencing a 27% vacancy rate in permanent positions and retains no relief
positions.

The Radiation Therapists working at the Cancer Centre are under immense strain during this human
resource crisis. “l have heard from multiple Radiation Therapists in recent weeks about this issue,” says
Jennifer Carey, Manager of CAMRT-ATL. “They feel defeated knowing the human resource infrastructure
prevents them from providing the quality care they want to give all Newfoundland cancer patients. They
go to work each day knowing they are already behind the eight ball. That environment is conducive to
high-scale burnout.”

In July, the CAMRT-ATL met officials in the Ministry of Health and Wellness asking for the government
to address these shortages, outlining that these dire circumstances endanger the mental health of those
picking up the slack. If these vacancy and attrition rates continue, the Newfoundland government will be
hard-pressed to open another cancer center.

CAMRT President Megan Brydon states, “All parties acknowledge there are no instant solutions, but that
investment in a sustainable MRT workforce is an urgent need and a priority. A critical short-term
strategy must involve measures for retention within radiation therapy staffing like that which has been
prioritized in other healthcare professions”.

We are asking the government to work with us to address some of the root causes of the difficulty in
recruiting and retaining Radiation Therapists in the province of Newfoundland and Labrador.
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About the Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists-Atlantic

The Canadian Association of Medical Radiation Technologists Atlantic (CAMRT-ATL) is the provincial
professional association for radiological, nuclear medicine and magnetic resonance imaging
technologists and radiation therapists in the province of Newfoundland and Labrador. The CAMRT-ATL is
a strong advocate for quality patient care in medical imaging and radiation therapy.

For more information, please contact:
Jennifer Carey

Manager, CAMRT-ATL
1-800-463-9729 ext/poste 225
jcarey@camrt.ca
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